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' 7 ^ 4 , NOVEMBER 29, 8 PM 


ACTION DEPARTMENT 734, INFORMATION CINCPAC 3 1 5, COMDR 1 3TH A F, 
PI-jNQM PENH, BANGKOK, VIENTIANE, MANILA, PARIS, TAIPEI, HUE 
UNNUMBERED. 

•/ 

: / 

DEPT PASS JCS/ISA, ACS I , CNO, CIA, HQUSAF (AFC IN &. AFCIN-IE-A) 
AID 

CINCPAC ALSO PASS CINCPAC POLAD, CINCPACFLT, CINCUSARPAC, 

C tNCPACAF. 

BANGKOK PASS JUSMAG 


PtjNOM 


PENH PASS MAAG 


VIENTIANE PASS MAAG 


CLARK AFB PASS I DC 


SEMI -WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING NOVEMBER 28: 


POL ITT CAL 


1. VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE PRESS CAMPAIGN CRITICAL OF US POLICIES 
AND APPARENTLY LAUNCHED BY NGO DINH NHU APPEARS BE SUBSIDING. 

DIEM “REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN PERSUADED BY AMBASSADOR'S DEMARCHE AND 
BY ARGUMENTS SEVERAL OF HIS OWN SENIOR ADVISORS TO ORDER INFO 
DfPGENTO TEMPER ANT i-AMER I CAN ASPECTS. ADVISERS REPORTEDLY 
POINTED OUT THAT WHILE PRESS ATTACKS ON CRITICAL AMERICAN 
JOURNALISTS MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, OPEN CRITICISM OF AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT COULD ONLY AID COMMUNISTS. CHANGE IN DIRECTION REFLECTE 
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-2- 734, NOVEMBER 29 , 8 PM, PROM SAIGON 

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY IN NOV 28 ISSUE "THOI BAO", WHICH NOTED WITH 

SATISFACTION REPORT THAT SECSTATE RUSK HAD ASSURED VN AMBASSADOR 

IN WASHINGTON THA 1 US ATTACHED NO "CONDITION" TO AID AS MENTIONED 

BY SOME SAIGON NEWSPAPERS (AMONG WHICH MOST BLATANTLY CRITICAL 
WAS "THOI BAO") „ 


2. PRESS ATTACKS ON US HAVE GIVEN RISE TO NEW RASH OF COUP 
RUMORS. COL PHAM VAN DONG, ^DEPUTY I I I CORPS COMMANDER, IN 
RECENT TALK WITH ASST ARMY ATTACHE DISCOURSED ON. PERNMC I OUS 
INFLUENCE NGO DINH NHU AND CAN LAO PARTY, STATED THAT 
"SOMETHING MUST AND WILL BE DONE. . . .POSS IBLY BY 1 DECEMBER." 
DONG WAS VAGUE ABOUT COMPOSITION OF ANY POSSIBLE ANTI-DIEM 
COUP GROUP BUT IMPLIED IT WOULD HAVE BACKING OF AT LEAST SOME' 
SENIOR OFFICERS. MEANWHILE IN COVERSATION WITH ARMY ATTACHE, 

! MAJ. GEN. DUONG VAN MINH, COMMANDING GENERAL OF ARVN FIELD 

COMMAND, VENTED IN UNUSUALLY FRANK TERMS HIS DISILLUSIONMENT 
WITH GOVERNMENT. HE COMPLAINED HIS COMMAND WAS SHAM, SAID 
HAD NO REAL AUTHORITY AND INSISTED NHU WAS IN UNDISPUTABLE 
CONTROL OF PALACE. HE CLAIMED DIEM WAS MERELY FIGUREHEAD AND 
THAT “SEC STATE AT PRESIDENCY THUAN WAS NHU'S PUPPET. ANOTHER 
REPORT NOTED A CAO DAI LEADER, LE TRUNG NGHIA, CLAIMS HE AND 
ANOTHER CAO DAI LEADER HAVE BETWEEN THEM ABOUT 20,000 FOLLOWERS, 
WITH MILITARY TRAINING, WHO, IF GIVEN ARMS WOULD MOVE AGAINST 
. REGIME. ACCORDING REPORT GIVEN TO MAAG III CORPS ADVISOR BY 

ARVN OFFICER, NHU ALLEGEDLY PLOTTING ANTICIPATORY COUP ON AS- 
SUMPTION US WILL MOVE TO OVERTHROW DIEM IF GVN FAILS IMPLEMENT 
TAYLOR PROPOSALS. REPORT LINKS NHU'S INSTIGATION OF ANTI- 
AMERICAN PRESS CAMPAIGN TO HIS PURPORTED DESIRE BY GVN TOWARD 
NEUTRALISM AND GAIN POWER FOR HIMSELF. MORE REPORTS OF THIS 
NATURE CAN BE EXPECTED IN WAKE OF PRESS FLURRY, BUT THERE ARE 
NOT YET ANY PRECISE INDICATIONS OF PREPARATIONS FOR ACTUAL 

COUP. (EVALUATION COUP POSSIBILITIES REQUESTED DEPTEL 10k 
FOLLOWS.)' 
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-3~ 73^ NOVEMBER 2$, 8 PM, FROM SAIGON 

3 . ARV-tf AND CIVIL GUARD ELEMENTS ENGAGED ELEMENTS OF VIET 
CONG 50ZND BATTALION IN TWO ACTIONS KIEN PHONG PROVINCE IN 
VICINITY CAMBODIAN BORDER NOVEMBER 25 AND 2~(, ON NOVEMBER 2S 
CIVIL GUARD COMPANY GUARDING MEKONG RIVER SURVEY TEAM MADE 
CONTACT ‘WITH ESTIMATED COMPANY OF 502ND BATTALION. ENEMY 
CASUALTIES REPORTED BY ARVN TO BE 20 KILLED AND 30 WOUNDED; 
FRIENDLY LOSSES, ONE WOUNDED. VC WITHDREW ACROSS MEKONG RIVER 
INTO CAMBODIA AFTER ENGAGEMENT. ON 2J NOVEMBER ARVN HEAVY 
WEAPONS COMPANY, CIVIL GUARD COMPANY, AND COMPANY OF TRAINEES 
' MAKING ROUTINE ROAD MARCH 7|N SOUTHERN KIEN PHONG IN VICINITY 

CAO LANH MADE CONTACT WITH ESTIMATED COMPANY OF VIET CONG 502ND 
BATTALION. ADDITIONAL FRIENDLY UNITS CALLED INTO ACTION AFTER 
INITIAL CONTACT. ACCORDING ARVN SOURCES, RESULTS OF ACTION WERE 
! 50 ^ EMY KILLED AND 15 SUSPECTS CAPTURED; FRIENDLY LOSSES 9 

i K ILLED',' 5 VOUNDED. ACTION TOOK PLACE IN FLOODED AREA ALONG MEKONG 

I 

I 

4. NO OTHER MAJOR INCIDENTS REPORTED, BUT INCOMPLETE REPORTS 

• INDICATE' VC ACTIVITIES MAY HAVE CEASED OVER THE LAST REPORTING 

i PERIOD. 
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ECONOMIC 

1 ... 
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5 . FORMATION OF LONG-PENDING NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL ANNOUNCED 
VIETNAM PRESSE NOVEMBER 23 . COUNCIL PROVIDED FOR IN CONSTITUTION 

| AND CREATED LAST MARCH, WILL BE COMPOSED OF 55 REGULAR AND 

I 24 ALTERNATE MEMBERS, DIVIDED INTO TWO GROUPS AND PRESIDED OVER 

BY VICE PRESIDENT THO. GROUP A INCLUDES REPRESENTATIVES 
; AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS* 

j ORGANTZAT IONS. GROUP B INCLUDES ECONOMISTS AND PERSONS WITH 

; LONG EXPERIENCE IN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. PRELIMINARY CHECK WOULD 

SEEM TND1CATE NEC GENUINELY REPRESENTATIVE BODY WITH MEMBERS 
CHOSEN ]3N BASIS OF BUSINESS, TRADES, LABOR CONNECTIONS. 

ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SEVERAL CAN LAO PARTY MEMBERS AND SEVERAL 
NRM MEMBERS, THEY ARE NOT IN SUFFICIENT NUMBER TO INDICATE 
POSITTVE CONTROL BY ANY ONE GROUP. REMAINS BE SEEN HOW MUCH 
INFLUENCE-lDRGAN IZAT ION WILL WIELD. 

BAP NOLTING 


NOTE: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 




